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The authors wish to make an important clarification regarding the above review article on insect polyphenism. In the text we
used a passage from Ernst Mayr’s classic 1963 book [1] to help provide a historical context, noting that the study of phenotypic
plasticity had fallen out of respectability and that with this statement Mayr helped return the subject to respectability. It
has since come to our attention that our use of this passage could also be interpreted as a claim that Mayr coined the term
‘‘polyphenism.’’ This was certainly not our intention. As a point of fact, it was Charles Michener [2], who first suggested the term
‘‘polyphenic’’ 2 years before Mayr’s publication and should be credited with its origin. We greatly thank our colleague Meir Paul
Pener for his keen attention to this matter.
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